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Economics Newsletter
   SCSU Economics Department                                  Summer 2015
From the Chair
Ranking songs on my iTunes by most played would say that “Ain’t Leavin’ I’m Gone” by the Waterboys is my 
favorite song. However, I will have to rewrite the title to “I’m Leaving, I’m Gone” since this is the last summer  I 
will be chair of the department. Patricia Hughes, who took a two-year leave from the chair’s position to serve 
as Dean of the Graduate School and Vice Provost for Research and Development, will be returning to the 
chair’s position at the start of fall semester. Her return greatly increases leadership for our department as well 
as improving our teaching and research capacity.
Richard MacDonald will be gone this fall. He will be teaching in Alnwick Castle, England. Mónica García-Pérez 
will be gone both fall and spring semesters next year during her post-tenure and post-promotion sabbatical (year 
of study). 
Nathan Hampton
Interim Chair
Meet the Professor
I’m an aunt! It’s been an exciting time in my family with the birth of 
my very first nephew. When I’m not working, I spend my time finding 
ways to spoil him and I constantly pester my sister for new pictures and 
stories about his development. He is very good at looking at things. 
Obviously, he is a genius. Other than my adorable nephew, I’ve been 
enjoying teaching and working with students.  
Lynn MacDonald
Professor of the Year Professor Arta Ratha was voted 
Economics 
Faculty Member 
of the Year by 
the student 
Economics 
Association. 
Pictured left 
are faculty and 
students at the annual Economics Association Banquet. 
Pictured above are Professor Ratha with graduate 
students Zac Carter on his left and Paul Ryan on his right. 
Congratulations!
Winter Institute
The 53rd Winter Institue Economic Outlook was a hit with students, alumni, and faculty. Many thanks to Professor 
Lynn MacDonald for her photos from the event.
Alumni
Teegbzanga (Dominique) Kabore is pictured second from 
left with her fiancé (far right) and his parents. Dominique 
writes, “2015 starts off as a good year for me and my family. 
I got engaged to Brice Sankara on January 10, and it was 
simply beautiful. I also graduated with my masters in Applied 
Economics this February. I am grateful to all the professors 
who taught and assisted me during my academic years. I 
am also grateful for the lifelong friendships I have formed 
at SCSU. Now I am going to take all these experiences and 
proudly represent the St. Cloud Community when I go back 
home to Burkina Faso. May the rest of 2015 be filled with 
blessings and happiness for all of us. Thank you and God 
Bless you!” Dominique graduated with a BA in Economics in 2012 and an MS in Applied Economics in 2015.
Jered Magsam, a 2013 Applied Economics graduate, has accepted the position of a Credit Scoring Validation 
Analyst at US Bank.
Tom Martin, a 2009 graduate, is now the Vice President of Finance and Administration at Design Electrical 
Contractors Inc. in St. Cloud. Tom writes, “I am enjoying my return to the construction industry. Construction 
finance is a little different than public accounting, but I get to use the econ degree a heck of a lot more here than 
when I was doing tax work. I’m very thankful that you [Professor Banaian] and I were able to put together a dual 
accounting-business econ program when I was at SCSU – it’s a background that has served well thus far.”
Atthawet (Pond) Prougestaporn, a 2003 Applied Economics graduate, is pictured below second from left with 
his wife Nui Jew to his left. Professor King Banaian and Professor Steven Wagner (second from and right and 
right respectively) enjoyed a lovely 
dinner with Pond and his wife while 
they were in Thailand to discuss 
the collaboration of SOPA’s MPA 
program with those at NIDA and 
Chiang Mai universities. Pond is the 
Dean, Faculty of Hospitality Industry 
at Dusit Thani College in Thailand.
Alumni and current students attended the alumni gathering at Brit’s Pub during the MEA in March.
Fall 2014
Douglas Chadwick
Anthony Counce III
Thierry Forogo
Julie Grover
Samuel Kollie
Tyler Norberg
Bianka Ortiz
Korey Pedraza
Michael Powell
Zachary Przybilla
Brandon Riendeau
Bradley Waidelich
Sammuel Wanous
Yasemin Yucedag*
Jie (Mia) Zu*
* indicates graduate student
Scholarships
Congratulations to our students 
and thank you to our alumni, 
faculty, and friends whose 
support allowed us to award a 
total of $2050 
to the following students: 
Rose Marie Gamber 
Scholarship in Economics
Michelle Kuehn
Economics Department Scholarship
Michelle Kuehn
Colten LaChance
Samba Sacko
Kyle Schramel
Michael D. White 
Economics Fellowship
Donald Hafing
Daniel Halonen
Nikhil Joshi
Katherine Kotschevar
Dean’s List
School of Public Affairs
Fall 2014
Christopher Johnson
Alex Kariniemi
Haissam Khaled
Charles Nguyo
Bradley Stieber
Bradley Waidelich
SCSU recognizes outstanding scholastic 
achievement by awarding certificates 
each term, with the exception of summer 
semester, to students who earn a grade 
point average of 3.75 or better. A student 
must be a degree seeking enrolled student, 
and must complete at least nine credits of 
ABCDF-graded courses to be eligible for 
the award.
Student Research
2015 Student Research Colloquium
Seven students presented their research findings at the 18th Annual Student Research Colloquium.
Sponsor – David Switzer
Alynda Her Economic Analysis of Market Share and Market Growth: Determinants in Advertising Sales Ratios
Christopher Johnson Economic and Governmental Determinants of Bank Failures
Matthew Kroiss The Effects of Family Characteristics on Student Performance
Brian Miller The Impact Successful NFL Franchises Have on Their Respective Metropolitan Area GDP and Employment
Chase Steinbring Happiness and Productivity in the United States
Andrew Williams Characteristics of High Schools That Contribute to Future Success
Drayton Wipper The Effect of Military Service on the Standard of Living
Graduates
Faculty
Professor Rich MacDonald received a $5,000 grant from the Initiative 
Foundation for the School of Public Affairs Research Institute.
Professor Rich MacDonald and Interim Dean King Banaian received a 
$3,920 grant from the Teamsters 320 for an Economic Income Studies 
project.
Professor Mónica García-Pérez, along with Professor Sandrine Zerbib 
(Sociology and Anthropology) and Professor Steven Wagner (Political 
Science) received a $13,000 grant from the Minnesota Attorney General 
for a Small Business Survey project.
Professor Mónica García-Pérez, presented “Becoming American: Health 
Assimilation of Children of Immigrants” in March at SCSU as part of her 
work for the SCSU Research Group on Immigrant Workers in Minnesota.
Professor Dawei (David) Qu, visiting from Shanghai University, is pictured 
below alongside King Banaian at his farewell party in March. Professor Qu 
presented at our seminar series in January.
We love correspondence from our alumni! Please keep in touch with us—we would like 
to know what you are doing now, along with learning about exciting events in your life. 
We welcome new information to include in upcoming newsletters.
Internships
We are always trying to expand our internship program. Let us know if your company 
offers internships and we will share this information with our majors.
Donations
Please consider giving; no donation is too small. Donating provides both financial support 
and encouragement to student recipients. We have several accounts to choose from: 
Economics Scholarship (undergraduate scholarships), Rose Marie Gamber Scholarship 
in Economics (undergraduate scholarships), Michael D. White Economics Fellowship 
(graduate scholarships), Economics Foundation (student and department research/
activities). Information on ways to give can be found at http://www.stcloudstate.edu/
foundation/waystogive/.
The goal of our newsletter is to 
maintain communication 
between our alumni, faculty, and 
current students. 
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Dr. King Banaian
Dr. Mónica García-Pérez
Dr. N. Eric Hampton (interim chair)
Dr. Patricia Hughes
Dr. Eungmin Kang
Dr. Mana Komai
Dr. Ming Chien Lo
Dr. Lynn MacDonald
Dr. Richard MacDonald
Dr. Nimantha Manamperi
Dr. Masoud Moghaddam
Dr. Artatrana Ratha
Dr. Ken Rebeck
Dr. David Switzer
